symposia was held in October 1974 in New Delhi and considered growth and development of the brain, and the prcceedings are now presented under the editorship ef Dr. Mary Brazier. Contributions include a number from wellknown research workers from Europe and North America, as well as less well-known, including some from India and Iran.
Topics include very full and helpful reviews of morphological, biochemical and neurophysiological aspects of brain maturation, as well as a detailed account ef the effects of human malnutrition. It is these reviews rather than the accounts of contributors' original work which are most valuable to those seeking a recent perspective of this very important field.
Rajalakshuni is rather cautious in his poper on 'Factors affecting psychelogical development in man' in extrapolating from the intellectual deficits seen as a result of extreme malnutrition (for example, kwashiorkor) to populations where nutritional intake is thought to be sufficiently inadequate to influence birth weight. He concludes that, in India, the evidence studied so far does not suggest that the mental development of well children differs significantly according to their nutritional status. In a final provocative paper with a title more like a banner headline from a daily tabloid 'U.S. poverty impact on brain development' a group from the Universities of California (San There are three main sections: 'Evaluation of the patient's problems', 'Symptoms and signs of neurologic disease in childhood', and 'Discussion of neurologic diseases in childhood', and thus there is a commendable emphasis on the clinical basis of paediatric neurological practice. Many of the authors are accepted experts on the subjects about which they write, and their contributions have an authority which others, written by others with less experience, lack.
The transatlantic emphasis does not limit coverage of the world literature but there are some surprising gaps. For example, there are only three pages devoted to speech and language, matters which have deservedly attracted great attention in both America and Europe, whilst the sections on neuropsychiatry, which occupies a proportionately large part of a paediatric neurologist's time, seem to lack insight as well as incisiveness. There are tautological difficulties over the relation between migraine and epilepsy (p. 156), while the section on vertigo owes more to adult neurology than to an understanding of the problem in young children. Leber's amaurosis, a much more frequent cause of poor vision in childhood than Leber's disease, is not mentioned, and once again the genetics of the latter disease is inaccurately presented. Evidently the author of the section on movement disorders has not realised that the patients described by Pampiglione and Maia suffered from the same disorder as those presented by Kinsbourne as the dancing eye syndrome.
As in many neurological texts, therapeutics get minimal attention, or is this the malign influence ofFDA? Casual examination of the bibliography reveals sufficient inaccuracies to make one wonder if there has been systematic checking. Illustrations are clear and plentiful but not always relevant.
Although this text will serve as an important and valuable reference work, it lacks the authority of Ford. Its place is in departmental libraries-weight as well as price are threats to private bookshelves. A useful survey of headaches associated with diseases of the eye by Myles Behrens covers the major areas of overlap between the ophthalmologist and the neurologist. Spira, Mylecharane, and Lance provide a fascinating account of their experimental pharmacology of humoral and antimigraine drugs on the circulation of the monkey; to some extent this fills the gap of the lack of an experimental model for migraine, but not completely-as the authors themselves concede. This chapter complements the following one by Dalessio which reviews vasoactive substances, vascular permeability, and their role in migraine. Catecholamines, histamine, serotonin, kinins, prostaglandins, and 'slow reactive substance (SRS-A)' are considered as vasoactive substances associated with inflammation. Some would doubt the concept of a sterile inflammatory reaction, postulated by Dalessio, in the absence of evidence of a cellular response in the vessel wall in migraine.
Succeeding chapters review the role of allergy, the place for investigation by
